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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0639 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, MOPS, IZ, LE, SY 

SUBJECT: IRAQI VOLUNTEERS IN LEBANON: FACT 

OR PROPAGANDA? 

REF: BAGHDAD 0629 

1 . SUMMARY: BAGHDAD EVENING TELEVISION, MARCH 22, CARRIED 

A HALF HOUR PROGRAM SHOWING WHAT WERE PURPORTED TO BE IRAQI 
"VOLUNTEERS" GOING TO THE SCENE OF FIGHTING IN SOUTHERN 
LEBANON. THERE IS SOME QUESTION WHETHER THESE WERE ACTUALLY 
VOLUNTEERS EN ROUTE OR AN ELABORATELY STAGED PROPAGANDA 
EXERCISE. IRAQI REGIME MAKING EFFORT TO CREATE MILITANT 
IMAGE. END SUMMARY. 

2. WEDNESDAY EVENING, MARCH 22, IRAQI TELEVISION BROADCAST 
A THIRTY MINUTE PROGRAM ALLEGEDLY SHOWING YOUTHFUL IRAQI 
VOLUNTEERS GOING TO THE LEBANESE FRONT. THE PROGRAM WAS 
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APPARENTLY FILMED ON THE SCENE IN THE WESTERN DESERT NEAR 
THE IRAQI-SYRIAN BORDERS. THE FILM SHOWED APPROXIMATELY 200 
YOUNG MEN, CLEARLY OF MILITARY AGE AND APPEARANCE, BUT IN 
CIVILIAN DRESS, INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE WEARING A KENT 
CIGARETTE T-SHIRT. THOSE QUESTIONED IDENTIFIED 
THEMSELVES AS STUDENTS OR YOUNG MEN WHO HAD VOLUNTEERED 
"TO LIBERATE OUR OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. ..AND ALL LEBANON." 
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SUBSEQUENT SCENES SHOWED THEM ENTERING BUSES WHICH MOVED OUT 
ACROSS THE DESERT. BAGHDAD PRESS OF MARCH 23 CARRIES 
STORY QUOTING CAIRO PRESS CLAIM THAT IRAQI VOLUNTEERS 
ALREADY IN LEBANON AND HAVE JOINED FIGHTING IN RANKS OF 
JOINT PALESTINIAN-LEBANESE FORCES. 

3. THERE IS SOME SUPPORT IN RUMOR MILL FOR VIEW THAT SYRIA 
AND IRAQ HAVE AGREED TO TERMS FOR PASSAGE OF IRAQI 
VOLUNTEERS. SYRIAN AND SOVIET AMBASSADORS HAVE BEEN 
MEETING HIGH-RANKING OFFICIALS WITH UNUSUAL FREQUENCY, 
SUGGESTING THAT SOVIETS MAY HAVE FACILITATED AN AGREEMENT. 
MEDIA, HOWEVER, CONTINUES ANTI-SYRIAN PROPAGANDA. 

4. BAGHDAD CITY WAS BLACKED OUT FOR AN AIR RAID DRILL EARLY 

IN THE EVENING OF MARCH 22, ALTHOUGH RADIO BROADCASTS WERE NOT 
INTERRUPTED. THE DRILL LASTED FOR SLIGHTLY LESS THAN AN HOUR 
AND APPEARED TO COINCIDE WITH A MILITARY EXERCISE 
CONDUCTED AT MUTHANNA AIRPORT IN WEST BAGHDAD. STREETS 
IN THE AREA OBSERVED BY USINT OFFICERS WERE QUIET, AND 
THE ONLY MOVEMENT CAME FROM HELICOPTERS HOVERING OVER THE 
GOVERNMENT AREA ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE TIGRIS RIVER. 

5. COMMENT: CLOSE OBSERVATION OF THE TELEVISION PHOTOGRAPHY 
RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT THE MOVEMENT OF THESE "VOLUNTEERS." 

SOME OF THE BUSES WERE CLEARLY ONLY PARTIALLY FILLED. 
ACCOMPANYING LATE MODEL VERSIONS OF THE STANDARD IRAQI MILITARY 
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TYPE TRUCKS, BUSES APPEARED TO BE EMPTY OF EITHER TROOPS OR 
SUPPLIES. THE VOLUNTEERS, ALTHOUGH OF MILITARY AGE, AND IN 
APPARENT GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION, WERE, TO A MAN, CLAD IN 
STANDARD CIVILIAN DRESS AND SEEMED TO BE ON A HOLIDAY 
OUTING RATHER THAN ON THE WAY TO THE SCENE OF HEAVY 
FIGHTING. IF IRAQ HAS INDEED SENT VOLUNTEERS TO AID 
THE PALESTINIANS IN SOUTH LEBANON, THEIR DEPARTURE FROM 
IRAQ CAN ONLY BE TERMED BIZARRE. 

6. REGIME HAS GONE TO SOME EFFORT TO CREATE THE ILLUSION 
OF READINESS AND TENSION IN BAGHDAD. CLAIMS THAT IRAQI 
VOLUNTEERS HAVE ENGAGED ISRAELI FORCES OBVIOUSLY 

FIT THIS THEME. MORE CREDIBLE IS THE DISPATCH OF 40-MAN 
MEDICAL TEAM INCLUDING 26 DOCTORS, WHO REPORTEDLY ARRIVED 
BEIRUT ON MARCH 22. MINISTER OF HEALTH WAS AT BAGHDAD 
AIRPORT TO SEE THEM OFF. 

MACK 
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